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country, nor have we been able to prevent some from beginning to
do so, seeing that the city's reputation of being impregnable by land
(which alone sustained it) is lost, as well as its means of defence by
sea, so that it has no recourse for its recovery except Your Majesty's
clemency, which will not permit this country's ruin. Had it no other
merit than that it was the first discovered in this New World, that it
belongs to Your Majesty would suffice to assure Its restoration, for
Your Majesty is wront to relieve even the distress of others, how much
more Your Majesty's own.
What else remains to be said of this matter we reserve until a
person goes by whom Your Majesty may be fully informed of the
condition in which we are left (p. 9) and of what is required for the
protection and relief of this land, which lies at the mercy of a thousand
ships, both English and French, which clutter the sea. A pair of
galleys would be of very great service now; although they could not
resist a royal armada, they would suffice against the attacks of petty
marauders, which this port greatly fears.
For the love of Our Lord, may Your Majesty order measures to be
opportunely taken while yet it is possible to remedy the dangers
which Impend, for we have understood both from these evil people
and also from others that this and other fleets which cleared from
England will meet at Gape Canaveral, where they have made a
settlement. We have heard also that the French have settled on
Dominica and there are many indications that it Is all true.
God help and preserve the Catholic royal person of Your Majesty
with increase of greater kingdoms and happy achievements, as
Christianity has need.
Santo Domingo, February 24, 1586.
Catholic Royal Majesty
Your Majesty's servants kiss Your Majesty's feet and hands.
The Licentiate Cristobal de Ovalle
The Licentiate Arceo
The Licentiate Joan Fernandez de Mercado
The Licentiate Baltdzar de Villafane (Rubrics).